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SKILLS NEEDED FOR 

LAW SCHOOL SUCCESS 

BEST SOURCE OF 

UNDERGRADUATE 

TRAINING 

OTHER SOURCES OF 
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TRAINING 
BE WARY OF 

SK
IL

LS
 IN

 A
B

A
 L

A
W

 S
C

H
O

O
L 

P
R

EP
 P

R
IM

ER
 CRITICAL READING 

JUDICIAL OPINIONS AND LAW 

REVIEW ARTICLES 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, 
CRIMINAL PROCEDURE, 

JURISPRUDENCE 

BUSINESS LAW COURSES, 
CIVIL RIGHTS COURSES 

 

COURSES THAT ASSIGN CASE 

SUMMARIES RATHER THAN 

JUDICIAL OPINIONS 

PROBLEM-
SOLVING SKILLS 

ANALYZING PROBLEMS 

REQUIRING INTERPRETATION 

OF STATUTES/OPINIONS 

CONSTITUTIONAL LAW, 
CRIMINAL LAW,  

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

BUSINESS LAW COURSES, 
PUBLIC POLICY COURSES 

 

LECTURE COURSES THAT GIVE 

STUDENTS LITTLE CLASS TIME 

TO DEVELOP THESE SKILLS 

ANALYTICAL 
WRITING SKILLS 

ANSWERING ISSUE-SPOTTING 

OR ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS 

REQUIRING REASONING 

COURSES IN MANY 

DEPARTMENTS OFFER THESE 

TYPES OF EXAMS 
--------- 

COURSES THAT EVALUATE 

STUDENTS BASED ON 

MULTIPLE CHOICE/MATCHING 

EXAMS 

ORAL 
COMMUNICATION

AND LISTENING 

ABILITY TO RESPOND QUICKLY 

TO OPPOSING ARGUMENTS 

AND SPEAK WITHOUT FEAR 

COURSES WITH EXTENSIVE 

CLASSROOM DEBATE/ 

ARGUMENT 

DEBATE TEAM  
MODEL CONGRESS 

EXTEMPORANEOUS SPEAKING  

MOCK TRIAL 

THINKING THAT MAKING A 

PREPARED SPEECH PROVIDES 

ARGUMENTATIVE TRAINING 

RESEARCH 
SKILLS 

LEGAL RESEARCH 
CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 

CRIMINAL LAW 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION 

OTHER COURSES THAT REQUIRE 

RESEARCH INTO LEGAL SOURCES 

COURSES THAT DISTRIBUTE 

THE “RESEARCH” NEEDED FOR 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 


